
Items We Have Been Asked to Advertise. 

 

Dear all 

 

Just a reminder - as part of our commitment to growing as a Synodal Church the department of 

Adult Education and Evangelisation are offering an opportunity for parishioners to develop the 

skills of small group facilitation in the context of Parish Pastoral Councils, RCIA, Prayer Groups, 

Confirmation Preparation, and any other Parish groups.  

 

This short session will help us to develop an attitude of listening with the heart and sharing 

with generosity. It will provide participants with a model for rooting decision making in prayer 

and discernment and the tools necessary for effective facilitation. 

 

Dates and venues (including Eventbrite link to register):  

Thurs 21 Sept: Apostle Room, Cathedral (2-4pm) 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/652901695547 

 

Marmalade trust 

We are delighted to share that Marmalade Trust is open to new referrals for the 
Marmalade Christmas Cheer 2023 project. 
 

We will be offering Christmas Day lunch time meal events, in local pubs and 
restaurants, for those who are able to self-mobilise and are keen to socialise with 
others on Christmas Day. We will also be offering a festive doorstep social visit for 
those whose physical or mental health mean they are unable to attend an event, but 
would still like to share some conversation with a friendly volunteer on Christmas Day. 
 

This year we have made a few changes, this is to try and increase the sustainability 
and suitability of the project for both our service users (members) and for our 
volunteers. 
 

Christmas Cheer 2023 - eligibility  
Please note these important eligibility criteria for making referrals in 2023.  We can 
accept people who: 
 

• Would otherwise be alone on Christmas Day (no family, friends or neighbours 
to see on Christmas Day) and feeling lonely most or all the time. 

• Live in Bristol, South Gloucestershire or North Somerset. 

https://cliftondiocese.com/news/listening-with-the-heart-2/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/652901695547
https://www.marmaladetrust.org/
https://www.marmaladetrust.org/christmas


• Live on their own, in their own home, rented or owned, (i.e. not nursing home 
or sheltered housing where meals are provided in the company of others). 

• For meal events - able to self-mobilise (this can include wheelchair users who 
can self-transfer), get in & out of transport, and be happy seated at a table with 
other members and volunteers, and look after their own personal care. 

• For doorstep visits - able to come to their door, receive a gift and have a chat. 
(N.B. Our volunteers are not able to enter properties). 

• Be comfortable making and remembering the arrangements with the 
volunteers. 

• Are not experiencing a mental health crisis or drug/alcohol abuse. 
 

We also are unable to take forward referrals which do not also include the referrers’ 
contact details. This information is vital for us in situations where we cannot get hold 
of someone or if we are unable to take them forward for the option selected. 
 
Attached to this email are 2 A5 flyers, please feel free to print this information, share 
with your colleagues and hand out to anyone who might find it of interest. One leaflet 
puts less onus on it actually being Christmas Day, as we continually endeavor to reach 
out to all those in the community, whatever background and faith. 
 

Link to information and online referral form: Christmas Cheer 2023 | Marmalade Trust 
 

To ensure we have sufficient time make all the necessary arrangements, we hope to 
fill spaces for Christmas Cheer by late October 2023. 
 

We rely on approx 150 volunteers to help us on Christmas Day - so if anyone is 
interested in this.... Look here 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
Kind Regards,  
 

Marmalade Trust team 
 

07942 359343 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.marmaladetrust.org/christmas
https://www.marmaladetrust.org/volunteer


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Father 

 

Linking with the first Session of the Synod on Synodality in Rome (October 2023), Clifton 

Diocese will be exploring the same themes through a series of webinars (7.30-9pm) through 

September & October. For the first session of the series we are delighted to welcome Bishop 

John Arnold, on 21 September, who will set our series within the context of the Dogmatic 

Constitution on the Church – Lumen Gentium.  Click here to register 

 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/156f5ee0-0e5d-4d4d-8d89-b3141ef8d4f1@f10b8f13-604e-4fa2-9e12-04a7fad22e94


Each webinar will be focusing on a different element of the work of the Synod. Parishioners 

are welcome to sign up for any of the sessions on offer. I would be grateful if you could 

promote this opportunity this weekend in your parish. 

 

With all good wishes, 

 

Sarah 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cliftondiocese.com/news/we-are-the-people-of-god/


 



 

 


